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prerogative, were not united in their ideas as to the
best way in which to attain their objects. There was
a constant strife between two principles : on the one
hand there was the scheme for a baronial council of
government, on the other that of a representative
assembly of the whole nation. In 1292 the latter
principle was carried into effect in the " Model "
Parliament, but nineteen years later the measures of
the " Lords Ordainers" showed the vitality of the
earlier ideas of De Montfort. It was only in the
reign of Edward III. that the permanency of Parlia-
ment was assured, but during this period the fact
was established, and the regular summons of the
estates ceased to be a royal expedient and became a
popular right. Before the deposition of Richard II.,
the right of Parliament to a share in the government
had been admitted.

According to the original scheme of Edward I., all
the three estates were to be represented and no
division into houses was contemplated, but causes,
which are unfortunately very obscure, led to a modifi-
cation of the original plan. The clergy, always
jealous of their independence, drew apart and
successfully asserted their right to tax themselves in
Convocation. As the chief work of the early Parlia-
ments was to make grants of money, this soon led to
the entire absence of the proctors of the inferior
clergy from the assembly of estates, and, although the
bishops and mitred abbots sat with the temporal
peers, the perfect representation of Edward I.'s reign
ceased to be. In acting thus, the Church aimed at
obtaining a greater freedom, but the eventual result